
Analysis of Feedback 

Consultation on the expansion of Barton Court Grammar School, via a 

satellite provision, on the Coastal Strip (Whitstable/Herne Bay) 

20 March 2019 – 17 April 2019 

A total of 81 individual responses have been received and summarised where possible.  Of these, 52 

were in favour of the proposal (64%) and 29 were against (36%).   

3 respondents were in favour overall, but expressed reservations about the proposal.  Their responses 

have been deemed in favour and included above.  Furthermore, a letter was received from Rosie 

Duffield MP, which sought more information about specifics and the consultation itself rather than 

expressing a view and has not, therefore, been included in the breakdown. 

On 17 April 2019 a Petition was received by email from https://coastalschoolforall.org/which has been 

signed by around 300 people from all over the UK, some of whom have already responded on an 

individual basis. This collective submission is against the proposal and sentiments, where provided, 

have been included in the breakdown of feedback below.  The collective response has not however 

been included in the statistic stated in paragraph 1 above.  

It was not always possible to determine respondents’ interest, but this has been broken down as 

accurately as possible as follows: 

 Any Parent Other interested 
party 

Local resident Professional Body 

IN FAVOUR 43 7 1 1 

AGAINST 10 13 3 3 

 Plus a petition to Stop the plan for a new 'satellite' grammar school 

between Whitstable and Herne Bay signed by around 300 people from all 

over the UK through Coastalschoolforall.org 
 

Reasoning behind responses includes: 

IN FAVOUR AGAINST 

1. TRANSPORT/TRAVEL 

o Time taken each day 
o Unreliability of public transport 
o Congestion, traffic jams, pollution 
o Cost 
o Tiring and stressful 
o Stops students doing other activities 
o Less traffic congestion locally than travelling 

into Canterbury 
o Children could cycle or walk to school 
o Currently 43% of BC pupils come from the 

coastal area 
 
 
 
 
 
 

o More students from Whitstable travel to 
non-selective schools outside the town than 
travel to grammar schools 

o Many students from non-selective schools 
also have to travel quite long distances 

o Poor site location 
o Lack of local infrastructure 
 
 

https://coastalschoolforall.org/


2. CHOICE 

o Coastal grammar school provides more choice 
o allows access to Grammar School for children 

who pass the Kent Test but who might be 
outside of the ‘catchment area’ 

o whether you agree with selective education or 
not, it exists in Kent and it is only fair that local 
children should be able to access it  

o all petitioners and the majority of 
respondents who were against the proposal 
are opposed to selective education. 

o the Kent Test is unnecessary and local non-
selective schools are equally good with 
grammar streams (cites research to support 
this view). 

o there is a greater choice of grammar schools 
in the region than non-selective schools and 
sufficient places in existing grammar schools. 

o grammar schools cater for a minority of 
students rather than the majority. 

o Another non-selective school would increase 
choice for all. 

o Having a local grammar school would limit 
choice to just the one grammar school. 

 

3A. NUMBER OF SCHOOL PLACES 

Increased housing development in the coastal area 
is likely to: 

o place even more pressure on Grammar 
School places 

o limit local children’s ability to access them. 

o if grammar schools stuck to the 21% intake, 
there would be sufficient grammar places – 
catchment area would be irrelevant 

o KCC’s commissioning plan and the related 
development figures are inaccurate; if 
anything, numbers of pupils are falling. 
 

3B. NUMBER OF SCHOOL PLACES 

o Increased numbers of school places at grammar 
schools are required 

o other new schools being established away from 
the coastal area are providing more school 
places. 

Effects on local non-selective schools: 
- could be disastrous financially 
- Will undermine what has been done to 

raise standards and gives impression that 
grammar stream is not on an equal par 
with GS 

- Possibility schools may have to close 
o There is more building going on in 

Canterbury and Faversham; if more 
places are needed, it should be in these 
areas 

o It is cheaper to expand on existing sites. 
 

4.LEGALITY 

This will be an annexe run by BCGS with 
children/staff travelling on some days between 
sites 

o Dispute this is an annexe, but rather a new 
school which is technically illegal.  

o Believe that funds should be put into non-
selective schools to aid the majority of 
students in the area. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



5.EQUALITY & FAIR ACCESS 

o Equality – fair access for all would be provided, 
especially disadvantaged children 

o Raises aspirations 
o Makes population feel valued 

 

o the majority of disadvantaged children 
attend local non-selective schools which 
have been working very hard to raise 
standards and aspirations. 

o Disadvantage pupils accessing and 
benefitting from grammar schools is not 
borne out in practice; therefore social 
mobility will not necessarily be improved or 
increase. 
 

6.CONSULTATION PROCESS 

o Consultation evening was held and parents 
were able to ask questions regarding the 
practicalities. 

o Some queries have been raised within the 
responses regarding transfer between schools, 
admission criteria etc 

o Precise details are not yet available 

The Consultation is flawed because: 
o It is too short a timescale – ‘rushed and 

undemocratic’ 
o No time to gather relevant information 
o Not transparent re travelling between the 2 

sites - parents do not really understand the 
implications 

o Currently only includes 2 providers 
 

7.BCAT & RESOURCES 

o BCGS is held in high esteem 
o appears to be favoured over QE in terms of 

its ability to operate an annexe. 

- Respondents query whether BCAT is over 
extending itself in terms of existing projects 

- Parents are concerned that teachers and 
possibly pupils may be transferred to the 
new site to the detriment of BCGS C/bury 

- Suggest BCAT develops/supports a non-
selective ‘grammar style’ school in the area 
instead. 

 

 

POINTS TO BE CLARIFIED: 

- How will the 2 site location going to work in practice eg. with transporting pupils between sites 

on some days of the week? 

- Is BCAT clear about the numbers involved as there is general scepticism over KCC’s 

commissioning plan numbers for the population which has had a knock on effect to the area 

and a general consensus that school rolls are falling, certainly at a primary level? 

- Would existing pupils be able to switch to the new site? 

- Admission arrangements/criteria - would these operate similarly to include preference being 

given to siblings even though they might be on a different site? 

SOME SUGGESTIONS PUT FORWARD: 

- BCGS develops or supports a non-selective school on the coast which would cater for all 

abilities in a ‘grammar style’ school 

- Non-selective local schools become specialist schools eg technical, sports, music etc. 


