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PART 5

Capital works specifications

Introduction

The specifications set out below describe the minimum standard of work for the 
capital items set out in Part 4 of your Environmental Stewardship Agreement. If you 
do not follow these specifications we cannot pay you for the work.

All capital works must be completed and maintained to the standard required to 
perform their intended function for the duration of the agreement.

If this agreement replaces an existing or expired CSS, ESA or ES agreement, you 
must take all reasonable care to protect, for the duration of this new agreement, any 
capital works which you have completed and for which you have been paid under 
that agreement.

Health and Safety

The requirements of health and safety and other current legislation and codes of 
practice must be observed in all work undertaken, in particular in all cases where 
pesticides are used.

Permissions

The offer of a Stewardship agreement is a permission from Natural England to 
undertake the work on SSSI land under Section 28E of The Wildlife and Countryside 
Act 1981 (as amended). However, additional permissions from other organisations 
may be required. The following are examples of permissions that may be necessary: 

• On a Scheduled Ancient Monument - Scheduled Ancient Monument Consent, 
from English Heritage.

• Pond creation, restoration, scrape creation, restoration, and ditch work - may 
require an Impoundment Licence or Abstraction Licence from the Environment 
Agency, Planning Permission from the planning authority, and permission from 
the Internal Drainage Board where these are present.

• Obstructions to water courses or in the floodplain. This includes disposal of spoil 
from ditches, scrapes and ponds, tree planting, otter holts, car parking, erecting 
sluices and river gates and fencing - permission from the Environment Agency.

• Works in a Conservation Area - consent from the Planning Authority

• Tree Preservation Order - consent from the local authority

• Tree felling, pollarding, hedgerow works, coppicing bankside trees - may require a 
felling licence from the Forestry Commission.

• Chemical bracken control - near water course will  require permission from the 
Environment Agency

• Areas for parking cars, hard standing, earthworks - may require planning 
permission from the Planning Authority
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• Proposed changes to the existing type of stile or gate on a right of way - consent 

from  the Highway Authority
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CHEMICAL BRACKEN CONTROL

General

Bracken control must have a minimal adverse impact on other environmental 
interests on the site. In general chemical control causes less disturbance to 
archaeological sites, ground nesting birds and invertebrates than mechanical control, 
but it will kill other species of fern and may be more damaging to other plants around 
the site.

A brief management plan is usually required before bracken control is grant aided. 
The plan must identify the environmental benefits of carrying out the work as well as 
any risks to sites of archaeological or ecological importance, soil erosion and impacts 
on the landscape (short and long term). The management plan should identify areas 
to be controlled, the most appropriate control method to be used and details of follow 
up treatments to control regrowth. The management plan must be agreed with your 
Natural England contact before work starts. The work must be carried out in 
accordance with the agreed plan.

Chemical Bracken Control

All applications of herbicides must be in accordance with current legislation and 
relevant codes of practice. You should ensure any relevant consents are gained 
before carrying out the work e.g. consent from the Environment Agency may be 
required to spray near a watercourse.

Use asulam or glyphosate to control bracken, providing this is within the approval for 
the product at the time of application.

Asulam is the preferred herbicide as it is more selective than glyphosate and can be 
applied by aerial spraying (unless subject to a change in approval). Care must be 
taken when using asulam, particularly on or near sensitive sites, as it can check the 
growth of other plants including some native grasses, and will kill other fern species.

Glyphosate may only be used on areas of very dense bracken with no underlying 
vegetation, or in a height selective applicator (i.e. weed wiper), or for spot-treatment 
of regrowth.

Spraying must be carried out when the fronds are fully expanded but not senescent, 
usually between mid-July and late September, depending on altitude. You must not 
use vehicles that could cause damage to wet areas, sites of archaeological or 
ecological value, or disturb ground nesting birds where they are known to be present.

All herbicide application must be done in accordance with the manufacturer`s 
instructions and must follow the guidelines on bracken control produced by Natural 
England and the Environment Agency. Any areas missed must be sprayed in the 
following year. Spot treatment of surviving fronds must take place after two years 
using ground-based methods.
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LIVESTOCK HANDLING FACILITIES

The design and construction of appropriate facilities is dependent on site-specific 
conditions. The approved design must consider as a minimum animal welfare, health 
and safety of staff, livestock type, and visual impact of the structure.

The location and design must be agreed with your Natural England contact.

You should ensure any relevant consents are gained before carrying out the work 
e.g. consent from the Natural England SSSI specialist for work affecting a SSSI.

The handling facilities must be maintained in good condition for the duration of the 
agreement.
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SHEEP FENCING

General

All types of fencing should be erected in accordance with British Standard 1722. 
Before erecting new fencing, all old fencing material must be removed. New fencing 
should be put up in straight lines, between strainer posts. Strainer posts should be 
used at each end of the fence and at each corner and turning point. They may also 
be necessary where there is a significant difference in gradient. All softwood timber 
must be fully peeled and tanalised or treated with an approved preservative. Durable 
hardwood, such as oak or sweet chestnut, may be used and does not require 
treatment with preservatives. Square section timber can be used as an alternative to 
round sections. Timber sizes quoted are minimum requirements. Barbed wire should 
not be used where fencing runs alongside access routes, unless this is unavoidable.

New fencing should avoid sites of archaeological or historic importance. You should 
ensure any relevant consents are gained before carrying out the work e.g. Scheduled 
Monument consent from English Heritage.

Fences must be maintained to this specification for the life of the agreement.

Sheep Fencing

The fence must be at least 1.05 metres high. If extra height is required, this should 
be obtained by fixing additional strands of plain or barbed wire.

Wire should be galvanised and comply with BS 4102.

Straining posts should be at least: 125mm top diameter, or 100mm x 100mm cross-
section sawn; 2.15 metres long if not set in concrete, or 1.85 metres if in concrete. 
The spacing between strainer posts should not exceed 150 metres where mild steel 
line wire is used, or 300 metres for high tensile wire.

Struts should be at least: 80mm top diameter, or 75mm x 75mm if sawn; 1.9 metres 
long if not set in concrete and at least 1.6 metres where set in concrete. Struts should 
be notched into the straining post at an angle of no more than 45 degrees.

Intermediate posts should be 65mm top diameter, or 75mm x 75mm if sawn, 1.7 
metres long, and spaced no further than 3.5 metres apart.
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GRIP BLOCKING ON DIFFICULT SITES

General

Work to block drainage channels (grips) must aim to retain water in the grip, restore 
the water table and reduce the peak flow of water and sediment loss during periods 
of heavy rain. This will significantly improve the wildlife value of moorland habitats 
and connecting water bodies.

Management plan

A management plan must be produced and agreed by all parties, including your 
Natural England contact, prior to any associated action taking place on agreement 
land.

The management plan must identify all of the moorland grips that are to be blocked. 
Priority should be given to grips in areas containing the most important wildlife 
habitats or which are rapidly eroding. It must provide detailed information on the 
number and location of blocks, the techniques to be used, materials and timing of 
operations.

The management plan must also highlight any operations that are likely to have a 
negative environmental impact, such as disturbance caused to sensitive habitats 
when vehicles are used to transport materials. The work must not damage sites of 
archaeological or historic importance. In particular, peat can contain an invaluable 
palaeoenvironmental record and this should be assessed before any excavation of 
peat occurs.

Consents and considerations

You should ensure any relevant consents are obtained before carrying out the work 
e.g. abstraction/impoundment licences and/or land drainage consent from the 
Environment Agency, and consent from the Natural England SSSI specialist if the 
land or connecting water bodies are designated SSSI or contain species of 
conservation interest.

Spacing

Begin at the upper end of each grip system to reduce the potential energy of the 
water within each channel.

Grip blocks must try to ensure that there is no continuous flow of water down a 
channel. Therefore the steeper the slope, the greater the frequency of blocks 
required within the channel. On sloping land, a good rule of thumb is for the water at 
the top of each dam wall to be level or above the base of the block immediately 
upstream of it. When constructing blocks within level sections of grips the frequency 
must be at least one block per 10m section.

Block Construction

There are a number of different techniques and methods that can be used to create 
dams within moorland grips. These may be determined by the size of the grip, the 
weight of water that will sit behind the grip block and the materials that are available 
to build the dam. Wherever possible you should use natural materials which will have 
no visual impact or will easily weather and become naturalised e.g. soil bunds or 
heather bales.
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The grip block should be constructed to withstand conditions of peak flow and not 
merely the low flow rates between periods of rainfall. For a grip block to be effective it 
must shed the excess water once the grip has become full, or during periods of 
heavy flow. This can be achieved by building the dam wall above the surface of the 
adjacent land to ensure excess water escapes without returning to the original 
drainage channel.

Generally grip blocks can be constructed to form either trickle dams or impoundment 
dams.

Trickle dams are constructed from a permeable material, which will reduce the 
velocity of flow, whilst allowing some of the water to travel through the wall. Trickle 
dams trap sediment and are often stabilised by colonising vegetation, and over time 
they may impound water. They can be effective in reducing erosion, but they are 
much less capable of raising the water table.

Impoundment dams raise the water table by creating an impermeable barrier across 
the drainage channel. The dam may be made from a range of materials including 
decay-resistant wooden boarding, and well humified peat. If impoundment dams are 
used on inclined sections of grips they need to be constructed from robust material.

Ensure that there is sufficient light for emergent vegetation to establish within the 
area behind each grip block. It may be necessary to re-profile sections of the grip to 
achieve this.

Timing

Work must not be carried out during the bird-nesting season, 1 March to 31 July.

Some of the operations required to block grips can cause short-term disturbance to 
the associated watercourses. The impact of this on wildlife should be considered, 
and factors such as spawning salmon should be taken into account when 
determining the best time to carry out the work.

Maintenance

The block must remain functional for the duration of the agreement.
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WOODEN FIELD GATE

The field gate must be erected in accordance with British Standard 3470 and should 
be made of timber, unless agreed otherwise with your Natural England contact. All 
timber must be fully peeled and tanalised or treated with an approved preservative.

The gate must be soundly framed and constructed in a traditional and appropriate 
local style. The height must correspond to the adjoining fence and the gate must be 
fitted with the appropriate fittings required for its operation.

Where there is no local style a standard style can be used as follows:

Width of gate - up to 3 metres/over 3 metres

Top rail - 100mm x 75mm/125mm x 75mm

tapered to - 75mm x 75mm/75mm x 75mm

Under rails - 75mm x 25mm/75mm x 25mm

Braces - 75mm x 25mm/75mm x 25mm

Hanging stile - 100mm x 75mm/125mm x 75mm

Shutting stile - 75mm x 75mm/75mm x 75mm

The gate must be hung and clapped independently of the adjoining fence line i.e. the 
hanging post must not be used as an end strainer.

Gate posts should either be set at least 900mm into the ground and surrounded with 
concrete at least 450x450x600mm deep; or, where ground conditions are suitable, 
may be erected without concrete surrounds and should be set at least 1.1 metre 
below the ground surface with the soil well compacted around the posts in 150mm 
layers. The top of the posts should be weather capped.

New gateposts should avoid sites of archaeological interest. You should ensure any 
relevant consents are gained before carrying out the work e.g. Schedule Monument 
consent from English Heritage.

The gate should be maintained in good condition for the life of the agreement.
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HISTORICAL & ARCHAEOLOGICAL FEATURE PROTECTION

Work carried out under this Capital Item is dependent on site-specific conditions and 
variables. The work undertaken must be in accordance with the specification agreed 
in writing with your Natural England contact.

You should ensure any relevant consents are gained before carrying out the work 
e.g. Scheduled Monument consent from English Heritage.

 
HAP 1
Conservation Management Plan for Carl Wark Hillfort
 
HAP 2
Historic/ Archaeological landscape survey at Nell Croft
(44ha area centred on SK2704180233.  Level 3 survey based on brief used for 
Eastern Moors.  GIS update to Eastern Moors/NTSMR surveys).
 
HAP 3
Historic/ Archaeological landscape survey at Toad's mouth – Hathersage Moor, to 
precede and inform potential cutting/burning
(50ha likely to be split into different areas.  Survey will inform heather cutting/burning 
areas)
 
HAP 4
Design and production of an interpretative board for Carl Wark.
(Cost based on A1 size board with a reconstruction illustration of the landscape/Carl 
Wark and text.  Stainless steel for the interpretation board with oak stand)
 
HAP 5
Archaeological monitoring and recoding during the installation of new cattle handling 
facility.
(Costed on basis of 1 day of recoding the existing facility; 4 days watching brief and a 
Post Ex report) 
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PLANTING TREE AND SHRUB / WHIPS AND TRANSPLANTS

This item covers planting and management of trees. New woodlands created using 
this item should individually be less than 1ha and less than 3ha in total across the 
holding. Trees and shrubs must not be planted where they could damage areas of 
ecological, archaeological or historic interest - either through physical damage as the 
plant grows or during removal.

Planting should be done with native trees and shrubs, of local provenance if 
available. The species to be planted must be agreed in writing with your Natural 
England contact and should be suitable for the site conditions e.g. wetland species 
where appropriate.

Plants should generally be bare root transplants 45-60cm high or whips 90-120cm 
high. Pot or cell grown stock can also be used. Where appropriate, feathered trees 
may be used.

Plant between November and March, but do not plant into waterlogged soils or 
during periods of frost or drought.

Until the trees or shrubs have become established they are to be kept clear of 
competitive weeds. This can be by using a suitable mulch, an appropriate herbicide 
or by hand pulling. In all cases where spraying is involved you must observe the 
requirements of current legislation and codes of practice. Strimming is not 
recommended, as it is likely to damage plants.

All dead plants must be replaced in the following planting season. By the end of the 
agreement there should be a living tree or shrub in good condition for each one 
grant-aided.

Damage by livestock and other grazing animals must be prevented. Protective 
fencing or individual guards may be required. Spiral guards and tree shelters must be 
adequately supported and designed to last for 5 years. They must be checked 
regularly while protecting the tree or shrub and removed once the plant becomes 
established. Protective fencing should be set back at least 1.2m from the edge of the 
planting.
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TREE TUBE AND STAKE

Individual guards should be capable of preventing damage by grazing livestock or 
larger mammals such as deer. The tree shelter must be of a size, height and type 
suitable to the tree or shrub it is designed to protect.

The shelter must be adequately supported by a stake or cane and designed to last 
for at least five years without causing damage to the growing tree. It must be 
checked regularly while protecting the tree and removed once the tree becomes 
established.
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STONE WALL RESTORATION

Dry stone walls are to be built according to the style and customs of the area, 
including coping and through stones where appropriate.

Dismantling of existing structures back to sound construction must be done by hand 
and with minimal disturbance to all wildlife, particularly breeding and hibernating 
animals. Copings, through stones and building stone must be separated and sorted 
for re-use. Foundation stones must not be disturbed unless it is necessary to create a 
firm base or re-alignment has been agreed with your Natural England contact. 
Existing wall side trees are to be protected and maintained.

Do not use soil or other debris to infill the wall. Where the original stone is no longer 
available, e.g. it has been removed at some time in the past or is not in good enough 
condition to be re-used, replacement stone must be sourced locally and must be of a 
type used in the area. Stone must not be taken from other walls, hedge banks or 
buildings without prior approval from your Natural England contact. Hauling stone 
should be done when ground conditions are firm enough to prevent damage to 
adjacent fields.

No concrete or mortar is to be used unless agreed in advance with your Natural 
England contact.

Stone features such as sheep creeps should be re-built into the wall where there is 
evidence that they previously occurred or they are typical local features.

All surplus stone must be removed from site on completion.

Where the restored wall line is crossed by a Public Right of Way, stiles and gates 
must be restored as they were originally constructed.

 
 


