






Part 3: FEP farm overview and opportunities  
 

3.1   Farm Description 

(a) Farming Systems in use. 

(b) Stocking and Cropping Data. 

(c) Does the farm use any contractors? 

(d) What particular aspirations does the applicant have that has led them to apply for HLS? 

(e) What does the applicant expect from the HLS agreement? 
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  HLS Application Ref: 4

Burbage, Houndkirk and Hathersage moors are a typical east peak moorland system with 
extensive areas of dwarf shrub heath, acid grassland, bog and flushes. A small area of 
semi-improved land ocurs around the old farmstead and Parson House activity centre, 
adjacent to the A6187 Hathersage Road.

There is currently a short-term 12 month grazing tenancy for 250 hefted ewes. In the past this 
has been higher and has also included cattle grazing on Nell Croft.

Yes for fencing and moorland restoration operations.

Funding for land management of the moors to enable sustainable long-term management and 
restoration.

Capital and revenue payments to support cattle introduction.
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3.1   Farm description continued

(f) Are there any farming practices where changes may be required due to HLS prescriptions?  

 
 
 

 (g) What future HLS land management options are available to the farm? 
 
 
 
 
 

(h) List the key environmental features on this farm, as identified in the FEP. 

  

3.2   Biodiversity 

 
(a) Are there any opportunities for habitat restoration / re-creation that would benefit specific BAP

habitats or species? 

 

 
 

 
 

 3.3   Landscape 

 
(a) Select the National Character Area  

in which the farm is located: 

 
 

(b) Describe the landscape character of the farm and surrounding countryside, using and referencing  
       information from relevant National Character Area descriptions. 

  HLS Application Ref: 5

Introduction of cattle grazing accross much of the holding, cutting of heather and dwarf shrub, 
braken spraying, scrub and tree establishment, grazing and or cutting to maintain and 
enhance species rich acid grassland flora.

HK16, HR1, HL10, HL12, HL13, HK7.

Wet and dry dwarf shrub heath, blanket bog, species rich acid grassland, breeding lapwing, 
curlew and ringouzel.

Cutting and cattle grazing to restore a diverse dwarf shrub mosaic. Cutting and sphagum 
inoculation combined with capital works to restore hydrology and structure to degraded 
blanket bog. Mixed graxing to benefit ringouzel feeding areas. Cattle grazing to benefit 
breeding lapwing and acid flora.

Dark Peak

Like the Dark Peak NCA, Burbage Houndkirk and Hathersage moors can be charicterised by 
a landscape of large-scale sweeping moorlands, small in-bye pastures enclosed by drystone 
walls, and gritstone settlements, within this part of the Peak District. The holding falls almost 
entirely within the Peak District National Park. 
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3.3   Landscape continued

(c) List all significant landscape features found on the farm. 
 

 (d) Identify the priorities, opportunities and constraints for landscape management and 
 

       enhancement on the farm. 

 

3.4   Access 
 

(a) Identify any access opportunities on the farm, and list which access options the applicant may
      wish to pursue. 

 

 (b) Does the applicant wish to provide educational access? If so, what is the potential need for
         increased educational access in the area? What facilities are currently in place to support this?

3.5   Natural resources 

(a) Identify the opportunities and constraints on the farm that require protection, or that present 
opportunities for enhancement through the use of HLS options, e.g. water bodies and courses.

  HLS Application Ref: 6

Drystone walls, scattered upland woodlands, extensive moorland and bog.

Restoration of moorland and bog. Establishment of upland native woodland. Restoration of 
some walls and sheepfolds.

Managed access to Carl Wark and Higger Tor that prevents erosion adn damage to historic 
features.

N/A

Blocking of a number of grips and associated hydrological restoration.

AG00429811



3.5   Natural resources continued

(b) Identify any risks to soils through slope or farming practices that could be improved through
      the use of HLS options. 

 

 
 
 

 
3.6   Historic environment 
 

(a) Identify any opportunities and constraints on the farm regarding Historic Environment features 
           (referring to the findings of the HER) 
 

 
 
 
 

(b) Outline the aspirations of the applicant regarding Historic Environment features. 

  HLS Application Ref: 7

N/A

The site is rich in its historic environment resource with 157 known archaeological monuments 
recorded, eight of which are Scheduled Monuments. The land-holding is characterised by prehistoric 
remains in the eastern part of the site including the prehistoric enclosure on Carl Wark, later 
Neolithic-early Bronze Age burial barrows and ring cairns and Bronze Age/Iron Age cairnfields and 
building. Evidence of former packhorse routes is apparent acros

The sites are generally in a good condition and as such it is the aspiration of the agreement holder to ensure that 
the sites 
remain visible and in good condition throughout and beyond the agreement.  To improve the visibility of the 
archaeological sites bracken control works have been proposed. To enable the protection of Carl Wark, the 
Scheduled prehistoric enclosure, proposals have been put forward by the agreement holder for works to address 
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