
AG00394943 / Version 2.0 / 12 Aug 2013 / Part 5 / Page 1 of 21

 
PART 5

Capital works specifications

Introduction

The specifications set out below describe the minimum standard of work for the 
capital items set out in Part 4 of your Environmental Stewardship Agreement. If you 
do not follow these specifications we cannot pay you for the work.

All capital works must be completed and maintained to the standard required to 
perform their intended function for the duration of the agreement.

If this agreement replaces an existing or expired CSS, ESA or ES agreement, you 
must take all reasonable care to protect, for the duration of this new agreement, any 
capital works which you have completed and for which you have been paid under 
that agreement.

Health and Safety

The requirements of health and safety and other current legislation and codes of 
practice must be observed in all work undertaken, in particular in all cases where 
pesticides are used.

Permissions

The offer of a Stewardship agreement is a permission from Natural England to 
undertake the work on SSSI land under Section 28E of The Wildlife and Countryside 
Act 1981 (as amended). However, additional permissions from other organisations 
may be required. The following are examples of permissions that may be necessary: 

• On a Scheduled Ancient Monument - Scheduled Ancient Monument Consent, 
from English Heritage.

• Pond creation, restoration, scrape creation, restoration, and ditch work - may 
require an Impoundment Licence or Abstraction Licence from the Environment 
Agency, Planning Permission from the planning authority, and permission from 
the Internal Drainage Board where these are present.

• Obstructions to water courses or in the floodplain. This includes disposal of spoil 
from ditches, scrapes and ponds, tree planting, otter holts, car parking, erecting 
sluices and river gates and fencing - permission from the Environment Agency.

• Works in a Conservation Area - consent from the Planning Authority

• Tree Preservation Order - consent from the local authority

• Tree felling, pollarding, hedgerow works, coppicing bankside trees - may require a 
felling licence from the Forestry Commission.

• Chemical bracken control - near water course will  require permission from the 
Environment Agency

• Areas for parking cars, hard standing, earthworks - may require planning 
permission from the Planning Authority
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• Proposed changes to the existing type of stile or gate on a right of way - consent 

from  the Highway Authority
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BENCH

The bench should be sited in a dry area which is easily accessible.

It must be on level ground and out of the way of other people using the access route. 
The location must also avoid causing any damage to sensitive wildlife sites or sites of 
archaeological or historic interest, including damage caused through poaching or 
erosion around the bench.

The style and design should generally reflect those found in the locality. It must have 
a firm back rest and be capable of seating two adults comfortably.

The bench should ideally be constructed of locally available timber, preferably 
hardwood which is more sustainable and durable. Hardwoods will also weather better 
and blend into the landscape. Timber must be sound and tanalised or treated with an 
appropriate preservative. No nails or rough sawn edges should be left exposed.

If there is a risk of erosion (or if erosion occurs during the agreement) then a hard 
surface should be provided in front of the bench.

You should ensure any relevant consents are gained before carrying out the work.

Maintain the bench in good condition for the duration of the agreement.
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CHEMICAL BRACKEN CONTROL

General

Bracken control must have a minimal adverse impact on other environmental 
interests on the site. In general chemical control causes less disturbance to 
archaeological sites, ground nesting birds and invertebrates than mechanical control, 
but it will kill other species of fern and may be more damaging to other plants around 
the site.

A brief management plan is usually required before bracken control is grant aided. 
The plan must identify the environmental benefits of carrying out the work as well as 
any risks to sites of archaeological or ecological importance, soil erosion and impacts 
on the landscape (short and long term). The management plan should identify areas 
to be controlled, the most appropriate control method to be used and details of follow 
up treatments to control regrowth. The management plan must be agreed with your 
Natural England contact before work starts. The work must be carried out in 
accordance with the agreed plan.

Chemical Bracken Control

All applications of herbicides must be in accordance with current legislation and 
relevant codes of practice. You should ensure any relevant consents are gained 
before carrying out the work e.g. consent from the Environment Agency may be 
required to spray near a watercourse.

Use asulam or glyphosate to control bracken, providing this is within the approval for 
the product at the time of application.

Asulam is the preferred herbicide as it is more selective than glyphosate and can be 
applied by aerial spraying (unless subject to a change in approval). Care must be 
taken when using asulam, particularly on or near sensitive sites, as it can check the 
growth of other plants including some native grasses, and will kill other fern species.

Glyphosate may only be used on areas of very dense bracken with no underlying 
vegetation, or in a height selective applicator (i.e. weed wiper), or for spot-treatment 
of regrowth.

Spraying must be carried out when the fronds are fully expanded but not senescent, 
usually between mid-July and late September, depending on altitude. You must not 
use vehicles that could cause damage to wet areas, sites of archaeological or 
ecological value, or disturb ground nesting birds where they are known to be present.

All herbicide application must be done in accordance with the manufacturer`s 
instructions and must follow the guidelines on bracken control produced by Natural 
England and the Environment Agency. Any areas missed must be sprayed in the 
following year. Spot treatment of surviving fronds must take place after two years 
using ground-based methods.

Site re-vegetation

Re-vegetate all control sites by encouraging natural regeneration or by sowing the 
area with an appropriate seed mixture agreed with your Natural England contact. As 
the site regenerates any bracken regrowth or weeds such as nettle, thistle, dock or 
ragwort must be controlled.
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DIFFICULT SITE SUPPLEMENT FOR SCRUB & BRACKEN CONTROL

This supplement is to be used for scrub or bracken control on particularly difficult 
sites e.g. where steep slopes prevent machine access or the site is sensitive and 
only manual methods of control are acceptable.

The scrub or bracken control associated with this supplement must be carried out to 
the relevant specification.
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LIVESTOCK HANDLING FACILITIES

The design and construction of appropriate facilities is dependent on site-specific 
conditions. The approved design must consider as a minimum animal welfare, health 
and safety of staff, livestock type, and visual impact of the structure.

The location and design must be agreed with your Natural England contact.

You should ensure any relevant consents are gained before carrying out the work 
e.g. consent from the Natural England SSSI specialist for work affecting a SSSI.

The handling facilities must be maintained in good condition for the duration of the 
agreement.
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BRIDLE GATE

The bridle gate must be adequately stockproof while providing good access for all 
legitimate users. Work should be carried out to the standard required to safely 
perform its intended function for the duration of the agreement. The design must be 
appropriate to the area and sympathetic to the landscape setting.

You should ensure any relevant consents are gained before carrying out the work 
e.g. Scheduled Monument consent from English Heritage. The location and 
construction of the bridle gate must not damage any sites of archaeological, historic 
or ecological interest.

The bridle gate must be at least 1.5m wide. BS 5709 specifies the minimum 
dimensions and timber sizes. All timber should be fully peeled and tanalised or 
treated with preservative. The hanging and shutting posts must be adequately 
embedded in the ground and the gate hung so that it swings shut with a self-closing 
action. It should have vertically extended shutting fasteners that are accessible from 
horseback, and be positioned so that there is space for the horse to stand to the side 
while the rider leans over to open it.

The gate should be hung so it closes with little noise to avoid scaring horses. No 
nails or rough sawn edges should be left exposed.

An 'easy opening' gate uses a two-way gate latch that is suitable for use by horse 
riders (without dismounting), pedestrians and disabled people and can be easily 
reached by people in wheelchairs. This should be provided wherever possible to 
facilitate access by those with reduced mobility.

The bridle gate must be maintained in good condition for the life of the agreement.
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WOODEN FIELD GATE

The field gate must be erected in accordance with British Standard 3470 and should 
be made of timber, unless agreed otherwise with your Natural England contact. All 
timber must be fully peeled and tanalised or treated with an approved preservative.

The gate must be soundly framed and constructed in a traditional and appropriate 
local style. The height must correspond to the adjoining fence and the gate must be 
fitted with the appropriate fittings required for its operation.

Where there is no local style a standard style can be used as follows:

Width of gate - up to 3 metres/over 3 metres

Top rail - 100mm x 75mm/125mm x 75mm

tapered to - 75mm x 75mm/75mm x 75mm

Under rails - 75mm x 25mm/75mm x 25mm

Braces - 75mm x 25mm/75mm x 25mm

Hanging stile - 100mm x 75mm/125mm x 75mm

Shutting stile - 75mm x 75mm/75mm x 75mm

The gate must be hung and clapped independently of the adjoining fence line i.e. the 
hanging post must not be used as an end strainer.

Gate posts should either be set at least 900mm into the ground and surrounded with 
concrete at least 450x450x600mm deep; or, where ground conditions are suitable, 
may be erected without concrete surrounds and should be set at least 1.1 metre 
below the ground surface with the soil well compacted around the posts in 150mm 
layers. The top of the posts should be weather capped.

New gateposts should avoid sites of archaeological interest. You should ensure any 
relevant consents are gained before carrying out the work e.g. Schedule Monument 
consent from English Heritage.

The gate should be maintained in good condition for the life of the agreement.

WOODEN WINGS FOR GATES

The wings should extend the stock proof width of the gate where this is necessary, 
for example where a gateway is over a culvert or adjacent to a ditch. Each wing 
should consist of at least three wooden rails fixed between two posts. Do not fix the 
rails to the hanging post of the gate. Use three rails for cattle and horses and four for 
sheep, with two lines of wire between the ground and bottom rails if lambs will be in 
the field.

The British Standard size for rails in nailed post and rail fencing (BS 1722-7:1999) is 
38 x 87mm. Heavier rails of 38 x 100mm may be used and rails 50 x 100mm may be 
worth fitting on wings which are likely to be frequently climbed, whether this is an 
intended use or not.

The additional posts should range from 100mm diameter half round for light nailed 
fences to 75mm x 125mm for heavy nailed and mortised fencing.

Posts should be at least 1.8m long and sunk at least 0.7m into the ground.

The wooden wings should be maintained in good condition for the life of the 
agreement.



AG00394943 / Version 2.0 / 12 Aug 2013 / Part 5 / Page 10 of 21

 
 



AG00394943 / Version 2.0 / 12 Aug 2013 / Part 5 / Page 11 of 21

 
HISTORICAL & ARCHAEOLOGICAL FEATURE PROTECTION

Work carried out under this Capital Item is dependent on site-specific conditions and 
variables. The work undertaken must be in accordance with the specification agreed 
in writing with your Natural England contact.

You should ensure any relevant consents are gained before carrying out the work 
e.g. Scheduled Monument consent from English Heritage.
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SCRUB MANAGEMENT

General

For the purposes of this grant, scrub means any woody shrubs including European 
gorse, bramble and young trees. Dwarf and Western gorse are integral components 
of heathland and should not be included in this item.

A management plan is usually required before carrying out work on significant areas 
of scrub. The plan must be agreed in advance with your Natural England contact and 
the work carried out accordingly.

You must ensure any relevant consents are obtained before carrying out the work 
e.g. consent from English Heritage for work on a Scheduled Monument and the 
Natural England SSSI specialist for work in a SSSI.

Timing

Work must be done between 1 October and 28 February, outside the bird-nesting 
season.

Scrub control

Techniques for removing scrub include flailing, using a chain saw and clearing some 
species (e.g. birch or pine) by hand. Controlling scrub by burning is not acceptable 
unless it is specifically agreed with your Natural England contact.

Cut scrub down to ground level without disturbing the roots and leaving no protruding 
stems. Care must be taken to avoid uprooting adjacent grassland or heathland 
plants. Stumps must not be removed unless specifically agreed with your Natural 
England contact. In exceptional circumstances and where agreed with your Natural 
England contact, it may be necessary to remove large stumps using mechanical 
equipment. Under no circumstances is scrub burning or stump removal to be 
undertaken on sites of archaeological interest.

Controlling scrub regrowth

Regrowth should be controlled for the duration of the agreement only where the aim 
of the work is scrub reduction or eradication. Management work to diversify the age 
range and structural diversity of scrub stands may be seeking to encourage growth 
from cut stumps. This detail should be included within the management plan.

Where regrowth is to be controlled it may be achieved by mechanical methods such 
as flailing or livestock grazing, or by chemical treatment. In cases where herbicides 
are applied to control regrowth you must observe the requirements of current 
legislation. You must also refer to the manufacturer's guidance on application rates 
and safety requirements. Herbicides must be applied with extreme care to ensure the 
grassland or heath vegetation is not affected.

Disposal of cut material
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Dispose of cut material by removing it from the site, tidying it into piles or burning. 
Bonfire sites must be far enough away from trees to avoid causing damage and at 
least 10m from the crown of any tree. Burning sites and piles of wood must not be on 
patches of ground where they could damage species rich grassland, anthills or other 
ecological or archaeological features. The area used for burning must be agreed in 
advance with your Natural England contact and cleaned up as soon as possible after 
burning. Burning on a metal sheet reduces damage to the soil and makes it easier to 
remove ash from the site. As the site regenerates the growth of nettle, thistle, dock, 
ragwort and other weed species must be controlled.
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STONE WALL SUPPLEMENT - TOP WIRING

Timber posts must be round with a top diameter of 75mm and set at centres not 
exceeding 3m (mild steel wire) or 10m (high-tensile wire). The posts must be long 
enough to allow for the top wire to be fixed at a height of not more than 300mm 
above the top of the wall. All timber must be fully peeled and tanalised or treated with 
an appropriate preservative to ensure long life.

The post should be knocked into the ground leaning against the wall. Every fifth post 
should be tightened by wire through the wall, fastened to a batten and tightened. 
Alternatively, stock proofing a wide wall from both sides should be considered, with 
posts set alternatively on either side and fastened as above.

Two lines of wire 200mm apart should be stapled to the upright posts. Line wire 
should comply with BS 4102. The wire must be properly strained and fastened with 
galvanised staples.

Top wiring should be maintained in good condition for the life of the agreement.
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STONE WALL RESTORATION

Dry stone walls are to be built according to the style and customs of the area, 
including coping and through stones where appropriate

Dismantling of existing structures back to sound construction must be done by hand 
and with minimal disturbance to all wildlife, particularly breeding and hibernating 
animals. Copings, through stones and building stone must be separated and sorted 
for re-use. Foundation stones must not be disturbed unless it is necessary to create a 
firm base or re-alignment has been agreed with your Natural England contact. 
Existing wall side trees are to be protected and maintained.

Do not use soil or other debris to infill the wall. Where the original stone is no longer 
available, e.g. it has been removed at some time in the past or is not in good enough 
condition to be re-used, replacement stone must be sourced locally and must be of a 
type used in the area. Stone must not be taken from other walls, hedge banks or 
buildings without prior approval from your Natural England contact. Hauling stone 
should be done when ground conditions are firm enough to prevent damage to 
adjacent fields.

No concrete or mortar is to be used unless agreed in advance with your Natural 
England contact.

Stone features such as sheep creeps should be re-built into the wall where there is 
evidence that they previously occurred or they are typical local features.

All surplus stone must be removed from site on completion.

Where the restored wall line is crossed by a Public Right of Way, stiles and gates 
must be restored as they were originally constructed.

The restored wall should be maintained in good condition for the lifetime of the 
agreement. Where appropriate the wall should be protected from damage by sheep 
by adding a top wire.
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STONE WALL SUPPLEMENT - DIFFICULT SITES

This supplement is to support wall restoration on a particularly difficult site or where 
the traditional method of restoration is complex.

Work carried out under this supplement must be agreed with your Natural England 
contact and carried out accordingly. The associated stone wall restoration must also 
be completed to the relevant specification.
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STONE WALL SUPPLEMENT - STONE FROM QUARRY

Imported stone should match the type, size and style which is traditional to the area. 
The stone must be similar to that used in the original walls to prevent the restoration 
having a negative landscape impact.

Hauling stone must be done when ground conditions are firm enough to prevent 
damage to adjacent fields.

All surplus stone must be removed from site on completion. Stone must not be 
placed on sites of archaeological, historic or ecological importance.

The associated wall restoration must be carried out to the relevant specification.

 
 


