
Derogation for no grazing on HL10 areas of Blacka Moor HLS in year 1 

14th March 2013 – Jenny Campbell 

Blacka Moor agreement began 1 March 2013.  HL10 management involves light 
grazing by cattle on the heath (as well as scrub and bracken control).  An opportunity 
has arisen to integrate grazing management of Blacka Moor with that of Burbage 
Moor and Totley Moor – managed by the NT and Eastern Moors Partnership.  Both 
of these areas come into HLS later in 2013.  Although the areas are under separate 
ownership/management the ability for Blacka to be flexible enough at this stage to be 
included within the combined tenancy negotiations could result in benefits for all 3 
moors in terms of finding the most suitable tenant/s and the best possible grazing 
management system. 

The SWT have recently lost their long term CSS tenant for Blacka (he’s moved to 
Northumberland).  They will struggle to find a short term grazier who they could rely 
on to put in place the sensitive management necessary on the site.  The Indicators of 
Success on the heath do require some level of grazing over the course of the 
agreement to prevent additional scrub establishment and ensure the mosaic of 
heath/grass/scrub/bracken is maintained.  Having said this, exclusion of grazing for 
one year should not prevent IOSs being met over the term of the agreement.  A 
derogation is granted to allow this absence of grazing on the HL10 in year 1 of 
the agreement. 

 

Communication stream: 

From: Campbell, Jenny (NE)  
Sent: 14 March 2013 10:40 
To: 'Annabelle Kennedy' 
Subject: RE: Grazing 

Hi Annabelle, 

Thanks – yes, it’s been busy and now the next batch of HLS applications are approaching deadline so 
reaching fever pitch again.  Good to hear you’ve got the quotes under control, email them across 
when you’ve got them or send them to my Sheffield office address. 

I met with  recently and he mentioned that there was a possibility that the grazing on Totley, 
Burbage and Blacka could be integrated somehow. 

It sounds as though this is an opportunity to find a good workable grazing management system for all 
3 sites.  I agree that some flexibility may be required in the first year of the Blacka Moor agreement 
and it may well be impractical to find a short term grazier in the meantime. 

I’ll place a derogation note on your agreement file to explain that I’m satisfied that excluding grazing 
from the heath in the first year (until Spring 2014) will not hinder the objectives of the HLS.  You 
shouldn’t need to lose the option payment but you would need to ensure that light grazing would 
begin at least in 2014.   



I would be more concerned about the grassland – from point of view of lapwing in particular.  It would 
struggle to meet its Indicators of Success without some grazing.  If you feel that you do need a 
derogation for this area also then we’ll need to discuss alternative management – perhaps cutting 
priority areas at the end of this summer? 

Sounds interesting, keep me posted. 

Jenny 

From: Annabelle Kennedy [mailto:a.kennedy@wildsheffield.com]  
Sent: 07 March 2013 14:29 
To: Campbell, Jenny (NE) 
Subject: Grazing 

Hi Jenny - I hope you are well and able to go down a gear now that the 1st March deadlines are done (I presume you had a few on the 
go?). I am on the case with quotes by the way.  

I met with NT & EMP yesterday to discuss whether there are opportunities of working in partnership on grazing in the SMP area. We 
had a very useful, informative & productive mtg. 

Basically there are 3 areas of land in a transitional period – Burbage, Totley Moor & Blacka. So after 
dialogue to find out who wants what from their land, we concluded that a joint tendering process 
would work well. 

The land would be advertised as 3 lots, with potential to have graziers going for 1, 2 or all 3 lots 
(though Blacka could be divided into 2 lots of course). We would badge each parcel accordingly and 
draw up agreements separately (across the 2 organisations).  

NT will lead on this. They will use the same approach (though finely tuned) as they did for Big Moor/ 
Leash Fen/Clod Hall. This involves an expression of interest, an ‘open day’ for invited interested 
parties and then a tender process (involving a visit/s to farms that have been short-listed).  

I think this makes sense as it is good partnership working on a landscape level, and we can achieve 
what we want to achieve as there is autonomy, whilst making the most of NT's farming & rural 
surveying expertise. They are able to make sound judgements as to whether tenders and 
arrangements are viable for the farmer too (and consequently whether the arrangements are 
sustainable ecologically & agriculturally). I suspect a lot more will come out of this process but can't 
really predict what exactly, other than we can maybe be more creative and flexible across the 
landscape in managing our SSSIs.  

We discussed the timeline and realistically when agreements would start, and it seems Spring 2014 
is most realistic (with a possisibility for autumn 2013 but depends on the grazier/s as it'd be during 
sheep sales or just after). So I will need to liaise with you on a derrogation and find out if this is ok (for 
the heath only hopefully). Ideally I would have not wanted to have a season without grazing from the 
perspective of the public. However, I don;t have a cattle grazier secured for this year (only sheep), I 
don;t want to go for just anyone,  (who grazes the pastures) says he wants cattle but there's 
no knowing if he will make that investment (he will no doubt tender & we will soon find out), & there is 
risk attached.  I would rather get it right for the longterm.   

So might this cause a problem do you reckon? I know we would lose out on the options payments.  

  

Annabelle  

 




